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I first of all would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year. I trust Santa brought 

you what you desired. 

I felt it appropriate to try to sum up some of the areas that the Council your Council 

irrespective of which party or group you belong to. We are all part of the Council and 

while individual groups may have done things slightly differently in the main we 

would have come out with a similar set of plans ideas or indeed results. 

 Plans for an extension to the Tarka Tennis Centre to provide a new 25 metre 
swimming pool, sports hall and leisure facilities in Barnstaple have been 
granted outline planning approval. 

 The Council successfully bid for a £2.2m grant from the Government Land 
Release Fund which will help to bring forward development of the council 
owned site at Seven Brethren in Barnstaple. The grant will fund flood 
mitigation work and contribute to highway improvements. 

 £1.2m is being invested is providing better temporary accommodation for 
people and families in crisis. 

 We saw huge increases in recycling and overwhelming public support in a trial 
area where three-weekly black bin collections were put in place alongside 
enhanced recycling services. 

 Work has begun on the £1.8 million extension to the Museum of Barnstaple 
and North Devon which will provide 70% more floor space, making room for a 
new social history gallery, larger shop, café and improved education area. 

 Work continues on an ambitious programme to support bigger economic 
growth to provide better careers and infrastructure for future generations. 

 The joint North Devon and Torridge Local Plan has been adopted, laying out 
the development blueprint across both districts up to 2031. 

 The Clear Messages campaign was launched in January and has continued 
throughout the year. The aim of the campaign is to spread awareness of 
environmental issues and explain to North Devon residents how they can help 
to keep North Devon clear of litter, fly-tipping, dog’s mess and abandoned 
vehicles. 

 We have prosecuted a number of offenders for fly-tipping. 

 17 tonnes of rubbish was picked up on the annual link road litter pick. 

 NDC joined the Plastic Free North Devon consortium which includes external 
bodies including Surfers Against Sewage, Petroc, Torridge District Council 
and AONB. The aim is to reduce the amount of single use plastics within our 
district. 

 We supported the Tour of Britain cycle race coming through North Devon. 

 We launched a new ‘safe sleep’ service at the Freedom Centre to provide the 
homeless with a safe and warm place to sleep throughout the winter months. 



 A new contract has been awarded for the operation of North Devon’s theatres. 
Selladoor Worldwide will be taking over the operation of both the Queen’s and 
Landmark theatres from January 2019. 

 A number of play areas have been upgraded this year including Ilfracombe’s 
Princess Avenue play area which had a £45,000 makeover and Pilton Park 
which got a £32,000 investment. 

 A major £250k refurbishment of North Devon Crematorium’s original chapel 
will begin next month, to significantly improve the facilities for mourners using 
the Aspen chapel. This is the second major investment in the facilities at the 
crematorium, following the completion of the new 256 seat Rowan chapel in 
2016. 

 The Amory Centre one stop shop in South Molton celebrated its 10th birthday 

 Green flags were retained at Bicclescombe Park and the Yeo Valley 
Woodland. 
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